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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Wineham and Shermanbury Plan (WASP) 2014-2031 has been prepared by Shermanbury 
Parish Council in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. 

1.2. The WASP includes both Wineham and Shermanbury and covers the period from 2014-2031. It sets 
out the Vision and Strategic Objectives  of the Parish up to 2031 along with the policies  and aims  to 
deliver it’s  Vision. It also includes two housing allocations  which will contribute to an overall delivery 
of 20-29 new dwellings in the Parish over the Plan period to contribute to meeting the housing 
needs of the Parish. 

1.3. A Sustainability Appraisal is  a systematic process to promote sustainable development by 
assessing the extent to which a Plan, when judged against reasonable alternatives, will help to 
achieve relevant environmental, economic and social objectives. 

1.4. A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) involves the evaluation of the environmental impact 
of a Plan or programme. It is a requirement, as set out in the European Directive 2001/42/EC. 

1.5. Government guidance (in a Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 
(ODPM 2005)) suggests incorporating the SEA process into the SA and consider economic and 
social effects  alongside the environmental effects  considered through the SEA. This approach has 
been followed. For simplification, this report is  referred to as a Sustainability Appraisal, although it 
incorporates the SEA.

2. SCOPING REPORT

2.1. The Scoping Report of the SA collated baseline data on broad areas  of economic, social and 
environmental issues. It considered the implications of other plans and documents  and set out a 
series of Sustainability Objectives. The Scoping Report also set out the proposed methodology 
for undertaking the SA.

2.2. The Scoping Report and baseline data was subject to public consultation with statutory bodies 
(English Heritage, Natural England, the Environment Agency) from 11 November 2014 for a five week 
period. 

3. PRE SUBMISSION SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

3.1. The Pre Submission SA was  consulted on alongside the Pre Submission WASP for a seven week 
period (due to the Christmas period) from 07 December 2015 until 25 January 2016 

3.2. The purpose of this consultation was to assess whether the WASP may have effects  on a range of 
sustainability topics and consider alternatives and mitigation to reduce any negative impact.

3.3. The Pre Submission SA set out;

• An appraisal of the SA(inc SEA) methodology
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• A summary of the baseline information, identification of the plans, policies  and programmes that 
have an impact on the WASP (with updates) and a summary of the challenges  for the future of the 
Parish.

• The Sustainability Framework; objectives and indicators

• An appraisal of policy options

• Next steps

3.4. The SA included an update on baseline data relating to the Horsham District Planning Framework 
(HDPF). Since consultation on the Scoping Report, the HDPF underwent Examination and as  a 
result an update was provided to reflect a summary of the key points  from the Examination and the 
Examiner’s Final Report. 

3.5. A further update was provided with respect to “Annual Mid Year Population Estimates for the UK 
2014” although no specific update was available at Parish level. 

3.6. An update of the Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) outlined that there were no boundary 
changes to the LSOA which covers Shermanbury. 

3.7. In response to feedback received from English Heritage, a Historic Environment Report was  sought 
from West Sussex County Council and the results  fed into the Pre Submission SA and WASP. No 
further update was required in response to consultation feedback from Natural England or the 
Environment Agency.

3.8. The Sustainability Objectives were assessed for compatibility and tested against the Strategic 
Objectives. The Strategic Objectives of the WASP were also assessed against the Sustainability 
Objectives. This  demonstrated that most of the Strategic Objectives  of the WASP and the 
Sustainability Objectives  are compatible or have a neutral impact which indicated that the WASP 
was being prepared positively.

3.9. The Sustainability Objectives were also assessed against themselves to test their mutual 
compatibility. This  demonstrated that most Sustainability Objectives  are either compatible or have a 
neutral impact. 

3.10. The Pre Submission SA appraised the draft policies  of the WASP to assess the impact on the 
Sustainability Objectives. This appraisal was undertaken to ensure that the policies  selected and 
taken forward in the Pre Submission Plan are the most sustainable, given all reasonable 
alternatives. 

4. SUBMISSION SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

4.1. In response to consultation on the Pre Submission WASP and accompanying SA, a total of 33 
responses were received.  Of those consulted, only Horsham District Council (HDC) provided minor 
comments on the SA. Comments  from HDC were considered and the SA was  amended 
accordingly. 

4.2. As a result of feedback received, minor amendments were made to the WASP, although no 
substantive changes made to the Policies or Aims. 
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4.3. The Submission WASP and accompanying documents  including the SA were finalised in February 
2016.
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